
The picture below is a blind Koala. Like so many other Koalas, chlamydia is taking a 
terrible toll on these beau�ful creatures. Chlamydia is an awful infec�ous bacterial 

disease, causing unbearable pain and suffering. 
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Koalas can suffer from blindness, 
infer�lity and an infec�on known 
as “dirty bo�om”. Most koalas 
with dirty bo�om which inflames 
the urinary tract and is incredibly 
painful, die. Males, females and 
even pouch young can catch 
chlamydia from nursing on watery 
faeces in their mother's pouch. At 
the Currumbin Wildlife Hospital, 
veterinarians know first hand 
about the suffering.   

Koalas cry.  No, tears don't roll 
down their faces, but they cry in 
pain. The first thing vets do at 
Currumbin is give pain relief 
before anything else. 

Treatment costs around $7,000 
p e r  ko a l a ,  a n d  m o s t  a r e 
hospitalised for up to two months 
if they survive.

Koalas can be re-infected with 
chlamydia and experts working on 
the disease say up to 80 per cent 
of the remaining koala popula�on 
in Australia could be diseased. It's 
a massive problem in Southern 
Queensland and Northern NSW. 
Most koalas in Victoria and South 
Australia have depressed immune 
systems. 

And the cause of this horrible 
infec�on?  Chlamydia has been 
present in koala popula�ons for a 
long, long while but never in these 
epidemic numbers. Habitat loss 
and the stress which results from 
being homeless, with no access to 
food or shelter, leaving Koalas 
vulnerable to dog a�acks, vehicle 
s t r i k e s  s t a r v a � o n  a n d 
dehydra�on, are all implicated in 
the rapidly declining health of 
remaining koalas.

Ten years ago, Currumbin hospital 
was dealing with 28 koalas 

annually. Last year, the hospital 
admi�ed 461 Koalas, 3/4 with 
chlamydia. A recent study from 
2009-2014, demonstrated that 
10,139 koalas were admi�ed to 
the four wildlife hospitals in 
southeast Queensland. 

This is the reality of the shocking 
neglect and failed policies of the 
Queensland, NSW and Federal 
governments. Currently, we have 
no idea what the koala popula�on 
is in Victoria and the numbers 
from South Australia give more 
cause for concern.

Blind Koala image provided by Currumbin Wildlife Hospital 
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 A NATIONAL SCANDAL 
The Commonwealth Games will soon start 

at the Gold Coast, using a Koala ( Borobi) as 
the symbol for Australia. It's enough to 

make the average person want to throw up.

AFA asked Queensland Greens 
Senator (and Environmental 
spokesperson) Andrew Bartle� 
to ask the Minister for Tourism & 
Trade Steven Ciobo (whose 
electorate is slap bang in the 
m i d d l e  o f  s o u t h e a s t 
Queensland) the following 
ques�on on no�ce in the Federal 
Parliament. These ques�ons are 
a  r e s u l t  o f  r e a d i n g  t h e 
pamphlets which accompany 
the Borobi products. 

1. Can the Minister provide an 
explana�on as to why the Borobi 
koala mascot collectables for 
sale to commemorate the 
Commonwealth Games are 
made in China ?

2. Can the Minister provide 
details of what percentage of 
funding from sales will “help 
t o w a r d s  e d u c a � n g  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y  o n  h a b i t a t 
conserva�on and protec�on 
right across the Australian koala 
corridors”.  As the Minister's 
electorate is in south east 
Queensland where an 80% 
decline of koalas has been 
d o c u m e n t e d  a n d  h a b i t a t 
destruc�on con�nues, will the 

Minister be alloca�ng funds to 
his electorate in order to protect 
koala habitat ?

3. Will the Minister now seek to 
allocate funds for tree plan�ng 
in his electorate ?

4. Can the Minister advise which 
“Australia koala corridors “ will 
b e“  p l a nte d  w i t h  te n s  o f 
thousands of eucalypt gum trees 
for Borobi and his koala friends 
to eat “? 

Unfortunately, Senator Bartle� 
didn't ask the ques�ons – nor did 
he ask any of the list of other 
ques�ons which AFA provided. 
So AFA will now go directly to 
the Tourism Minister with these 
ques�ons.

This is the same Minister who 
spent $34 million of taxpayers' 
funds on TV ads directed at the 
US tourism market featuring 
some of our best-known movie 
stars (Chris Hemsworth, Margot 
Robbie) draped with koalas and 
k a n g a r o o s ,  e n c o u r a g i n g 
American tourists to come to 
Australia to see our wildlife.

It really is a na�onal scandal of 
epic propor�ons that at a �me 

when the Koala popula�on has 
no protec�on of habitat, the 
laws which have provided slim 
legal  protec�on v ia  court 
challenges have been repealed 
o r  s o  weaken ed  as  to  b e 
completely ineffec�ve, when 
the Koalas are sick, suffering and 
dying of disease, that these 
governments con�nue to push 
propaganda and downright lies.

AFA will be mee�ng with the 
NSW ALP Shadow Minister for 
the Environment in Sydney in 
April, the charity believes that its 
vitally important to lobby the 
Labor Party on environmental 
issues and in par�cular the koala 
as there's every likelihood they 
will be the next Federal and 
NSW government.

But the ac�ons of the Labor 
government in Queensland in 
terms of koalas and wildlife 

don't give much cause for 
op�mism.  Although a dra� bill is 
b e f o r e  t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d 
Parliament to limit land clearing, 
its weak and full of holes. 

AFA is working �relessly with the 
Environmental Defenders Office 
and more recently with the 
Barristers Animal Welfare Panel 
as  we con�nue to  seek  a 
precedental lawsuit which will 
force the governments  to 
protect habitat from forestry, 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  h i g h w a y 
upgrades, urbanisa�on, mining 
and destruc�on. 

In late March, as a result of AFA's 
protests, submissions and legal 
l e � e r s  f r o m  t h e  E D O , 
compliance officers from the 
Federal and NSW government 
flew to Ballina to meet with our 
Co-ord inator  to  do a  s i te 
inspec�on of the appalling 
destruc�on at  the Bal l ina 
Highway Upgrade. Stand by for 
some ac�on!

AFA has gathered a massive 
amount of research, evidence 
and we have the support of 
some of Australia's best expert 
scien�sts.

Please support our work as AFA 
is right on the front line and 
we're working very hard to save 
the koala.

Sue Arnold & Friends.

You can donate to Australians for Animals
through GiveNow’s secure online server
or please send your dona�ons to:

h�ps://www.givenow.com.au/koalacrisis
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