
DEECA lawyers attempted to 
ensure the non-identification of 
vets, animal welfare organisations, 
bureaucrats and others involved in 
authorizing the massacre. At the 
court hearing, DEECA lawyers took 
up most of the day, reading from 
their affidavits which were in front 
of the judge on her screen. Our 
legal team had approximately 20 
minutes of court time.

We were not optimistic given the 
extraordinary number of hours 
taken up by government lawyers.  

Koala Crisis is thrilled to announce 
the Court’s judgement on the 
DEECA effort to suppress the 
identification of those involved in 
authorising the helicopter shooting 
of over 1000 koalas in Budj Bim 
National Park was lost.    

A huge win for transparency, 
accountability and the rights of 
the public and media to ensure 
that a highly controversial secret 
government decision over the 
aerial shooting of koalas cannot be 
kept hidden.

The Victorian government’s 
attempts to keep secret the 
identification of veterinarians, 
animal welfare organisations, 
bureaucrats and whoever was 
involved in authorising the killing 
will now be no longer hidden from 
the public or the media.

THE 
JUDGEMENT

The Associate Judge did 
not mince words in her 

judgement.
“I do not accept that evidence 
of abuse and threats directed to 
individuals involved in a feral horse 
control program can be taken to 
be evidence or sufficient credible 
information of the risks posed to 
the individuals involved in this 
program.

“The programs are different and I 
am not prepared to infer that the 
response to the feral horse control 
program will be the same as the 
response to the subject program 
here.

“I reject the defendant’s submission 
that the plaintiff’s social media 
posts and the comments to 
those posts amount to abuse or 
harassment.  

“I am not satisfied that the 
evidence establishes that the 
publication of the names of the 
individuals involved in the program 
will result in those individuals 
suffering psychological damage.

“I am not satisfied that there is 
a proper evidentiary foundation 
for the Court to make the 
confidentiality orders sought by 
the defendant.”

The next legal hearing was set down 
for December 4 in the Victorian 
Supreme Court when Australians 
for Animals Inc. will have its right 
to bring the trial (standing) against 
DEECA challenged by the Agency.   

BUT WAIT…. DEECA 
HAS JUST FILED A 
NOTICE OF APPEAL

A betting man would have put 
money on the likelihood of DEECA 
appealing the Victorian Supreme 
Court judgement against DEECA’s 
attempt to obtain a court order 
suppressing identification of those 
who authorized the aerial killing of 
more than 1000 koalas at Budj Bim 
National Park.

A Notice of Appeal has just been 
filed demonstrating further 
ongoing efforts by the government 
to control information about the 
government’s shooting of koalas 
from public and media scrutiny, to 
delay the standing hearing and any 
potential trial of what we say is the 
government’s unlawful action in 
authorizing the unprecedent aerial 
shooting of koalas. 

Australians for Animals Inc has been very busy for the past couple of months. A hearing in September at 
the Victorian Supreme Court by DEECA, the government department responsible for authorizing the aerial 

shooting from helicopters of over 1000 koalas was a critical moment.
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A BIG WIN IN THE VICTORIAN SUPREME COURT 

COURT COSTS

AFA has to raise approximately $100k to cover the 
costs for court fees and expert advice.

Your donations are essential as we fight this David 
& Goliath battle against a taxpayer funded BIG 

government. 
We have also set up a give now page for donations  

which can be found at:

 www.givenow.com.au/koala-crisis

THE LAWSUIT IS  
CRITICALLY IMPORTANT 

The standing hearing (which should 
have been heard at the hearing 
on DEECA’s attempt to suppress 
identification was not possible as 
DEECA lawyers took up almost 
the entire day, thus ensuring more 
delays, more costs.)

Have no fears! We intend to win! 

This dreadful helicopter massacre 
can never be allowed to happen 
again. Our lawsuit is an historic 
battle.

https:// www.givenow.com.au/koala-crisis


DEECA’s affidavit seeking a 
suppression order to prohibit 
any identification of those who 
authorized the killing, provides 
a timely in-depth focus of the 
current Victorian government’s 
attitude to public protest.
From the affidavit.
Individuals involved in government 
activity connected to animal 
welfare are regularly targeted for 
abuse, harassment and threats by 
certain sections of the community. 
The program the subject of this 
proceeding has already attracted 
this sort of response. 
 In this context, the Defendant is 
concerned to protect the identity 
of staff and other individuals 
associated with the program. That 
concern is based on the serious 
risk disclosure would pose to their 
physical safety and psychosocial 
welfare.
The issue of government 
intervention in connection with 
animal welfare matters attracts 
significant concern, attention 
and negative sentiment among 

WHAT DEECA THINKS 
ABOUT PROTESTS 

OVER THEIR AWFUL 
DECISIONS

certain sections of the community. 
The area is marked by high 
levels of misunderstanding and 
misinformation.
What exactly are “pscychosocial 
impacts”? Is this the latest 
government descriptor for 
censorship?
According to Google : Psychosocial 
factors, such as occupational 
stress, social support or isolation, 
sleep quality, and mental health, 
are shaped by racial, economic, 
and other societal structures.
Right. So any angry protest to 
DEECA over the secret never-
before-attempted aerial slaughter 
of over 1000 koalas by marksmen 
in helicopters could cause staff to 
suffer from the above symptoms. 
The massacre, now DEECA defined 
as causing psychosocial impacts, 
shaped by racial economic 
and other societal structures. 
Gobbledygook! 
Does this mean protests over 
animal cruelty could be responsible 
for bureaucrats and ministers 
having mental breakdowns?
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Does this mean protests to 
governments are a health risk to the 
political stability of governments 
who run our country?

What about the concerned 
public? The tears and heartbreak 
over horrific koala suffering, no 
ground-truthing, no evidence that 
some koalas might have been 
left wounded, orphaned joeys, 
concerns over the cruelty, anger, 
depression, disgust over DEECA’s 
rejection of transparency, the 
secrecy involved, the loss of trust 
in government, inability to access 
the fire grounds when fire was 

extinguished, major fines if drones 
were sent up to monitor the killing, 
no access to the park, metal bands 
around available trees, no details 
of who authorised the killing, no 
details of stakeholders, no media, 
no legal ability for the RSPCA to 
act. 
The list is endless.
Seems more likely that the public 
is suffering from psychosocial 
impacts. 
Denying the public and media 
of those who authorised the 
aerial killing is an unacceptable 
undemocratic act by government. 

HELICOPTER SHOOTING OF KOALAS 
DOESN’T BOTHER MAJOR  

CONSERVATION ORGANISATIONS
Australians for Animals Inc is 
APPALLED by the silence, failure 
to donate to our legal fund, to 
publicise, to volunteer assistance 
from any major conservation 
group nationally, and state wide.
AFA wrote to every single 
conservation organisation in 
Victoria and nationally, requesting 
support for our legal fund. 
No response from almost every 
group save for Friends of the 

Earth and the Bendigo Animal 
Welfare and Community Services. 
Both groups have given generous 
donations to help with the legal 
costs.
A few groups set up petitions 
which were both useless and only 
provided those organisations with 
additions to their mailing lists. 
No Greens federally or in Victoria 
or NSW raised a word much less a 
protest.  

JUDGE’S ORDERS 
JUST RECEIVED

Let’s end on some good news! Court Orders issued 
today (16.10.25) include an order that DEECA must 

pay our legal costs if they lose their appeal. 
For the Koalas,

Sue Arnold & Friends. 
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